DRAFT NOTICE OF EXEMPT RULEMAKING

TITLE 12. NATURAL RESOURCES

CHAPTER 4. GAME AND FISH COMMISSION

PREAMBLE
1. Permission to proceed with this exempt rulemaking was granted under A.R.S. § 41-1039 by the governor on:
May 14, 2025.
2. Article, Part, or Section Affected (as applicable Rulemaking Action
R12-4-801 Amend
R12-4-802 Amend
3. Citations to the agency’s statutory rulemaking authority to include the authorizing statute (general) and the
imol i tatute ( ific):
Authorizing statute: A.R.S. § 17-231(A)(1)
Implementing statute: A.R.S. § 17-333 and 41-1005
4. The effectiv f the rule:
TBD
5. Citations to all related notices published in the Register as specified in R1-1-409(A) that pertain to the current
record of the exempt rule:
Not Applicable
6. The agency’s contact person who can answer questions about the rulemaking:
Name: Aaron Hartzell
Title: Regional Supervisor

Division: FOD

Address: 2878 E. White Mountain Blvd, Pinetop, AZ, 85935
Telephone: (928) 532-2311

Email: ahartzell@azgfd.gov

Website:  azgfd.gov

7. An agency’s justification and reason why a rule should be made, amended, repealed or renumbered. to include

an explanation about the rulemaking:
The purpose of this rulemaking is to reduce redundancy, add clarity, increase opportunity and add consistency to the existing

rules. During the rule review process the Department identified several sections of the rule that could be combined to reduce the
overall length of the rule, as they are redundant to one another. The Department also observed that while the rule identified
specific rules that applied to wildlife areas, it did not have a general provision section that applies to all wildlife areas. Because
of this, the Department felt that some clarity could be added by adding a general provision section, which would ensure the public
was aware what activities were allowable on each wildlife area as they related to camping, fires, firewood collection, hunting,
shooting and motor vehicle travel. Adding this general provisions section will also substantially reduce the overall length of the
rule. The Department wants to clarify that these rules are not only restrictions, but also allowable activities. The Department
feels that there is room to increase hunting opportunities at a number of wildlife areas, where the language is currently overly

restrictive.
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aluation he ru vhere the public ma btain
underlying each study. and any analysis of each study and other supporting material:
The agency did not rely on any study in its evaluation of or justification for the rule.

will diminish a previous grant of authority of a political subdivision of this state:
Not applicable

Exempt under A.R.S. § 41-1005(A)(1).

11. An _agency’s summary of the public or stakeholder comments made about the rulemaking and the agency
response to the comments:

Answer

12. All agencies shall list other matters prescribed by statute applicable to the specific agency or to any specific
rule or class of rules. Additionally, an agency subject to Council review under A.R.S. 41-1052 and 41-1055

shall respond to the following questions:

a. Whether the rule requires a permit, whether a general permit is used and if not, the reasons why a general

permit is not used:
No permits are required.

b. Whether a federal law is applicable to the subject of the rule. whether the rule is more stringent than federal
law and if so, citation to the statutory authority to exceed the requirements of federal law:
Federal law is not directly applicable to the subject of the rules. The rules are based on state law.
c. Whether a person submitted an analysis to the agency that compares the rule’s impact of the

iti f busi in this st the i | busi in ot | .
Not applicable

y d ! y d 0 mended o C d d_d d J y
lished in the Register ified in R1-1-409(A). Al h n hall where th xt wi han
between the emergency and the exempt rulemaking packages:
Not applicable
15. The full text of the rules follows:

Rule text begins on the next page.
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Section

TITLE 12. NATURAL RESOURCES
CHAPTER 4. GAME AND FISH COMMISSION

ARTICLE 8. WILDLIFE AREAS AND DEPARTMENT PROPERTIES

ARTICLE 8. WILDLIFE AREAS AND DEPARTMENT PROPERTY

R12-4-801.
R12-4-802.

General Provisions
Wildlife Area and Other Department Managed Property Restrictions

ARTICLE 8. WILDLIFE AREAS AND DEPARTMENT PROPERTY

R12-4-801. General Provisions
A. Wildlife Areas:
1.

B.

Wildlife areas shall be established to:

a.
b.

C.
d.

Provide protective measures for wildlife, habitat, or both;

Allow for hunting, fishing, and other recreational activities that are compatible with wildlife habitat
conservation and education;

Allow for special management or research practices; and

Enhance wildlife and habitat conservation.

Wildlife areas shall be:

a.
b.

Lands owned, leased, or otherwise managed by the Commission;

Federally-owned lands of unique wildlife habitat where cooperative agreements provide wildlife
management and research implementation; or

Any lands with property interest conveyed to the Commission by any entity, through an approved land use
agreement, including but not limited to deeds, patents, leases, conservation easements, special use
permits, licenses, management agreements, inter-agency agreements, letter agreements, and
right-of-entry, where the property interest conveyed is sufficient for management of the lands consistent
with the objectives of the wildlife area.

Land qualified for wildlife areas shall be:

a.

b.
c.
d.

Lands with unique topographic or vegetative characteristics that contribute to wildlife,

Lands where certain wildlife species are confined because of habitat demands,

Lands that can be physically managed and modified to attract wildlife, or

Lands that are identified as critical habitat for certain wildlife species during critical periods of their life
cycles.

The Department may temporarily restrict public access to and public use of wildlife areas and the resources of
wildlife areas for up to 90 days when necessary to protect property, ensure public safety, or to ensure
maximum benefits to wildlife. Closures or restrictions exceeding 90 days shall require Commission approval.

Closures of all or any part of a wildlife area to public entry, and any restriction to public use of a wildlife area,
shall be listed in this Article or shall be clearly posted at each entrance to the wildlife area. Such restrictions will

include restrictions on the timing, type, or duration of certain activities on a wildlife area, including a prohibition
on access to a wildlife area or type of use. No person shall conduct an activity restricted by this Article or by

A

Commission-owned real property and -managed lands other than Wildlife Areas:

such posting.
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1. The Department may take action to manage public access and use of any Commission-owned real property or
facilities. Such actions may include restrictions on the timing, type, or duration of certain activities, including #e
a prohibition ef on access mmission-owned real pr nd -man lands or the type rature of use.

2. A person shall not access or use any Commission-owned real property, facilities, or -managed lands in violation
of any Department actions authorized under subsection (B)(1), if signs are posted providing notice of the
restrictions.

R12-4-802. Wildlife Area and Other Department Managed Property Restrictions_and allowable activities.

A. The following general provisions apply to all wildlife areas unless specifically authorized, prohibited, modified or

addressed in R12-4-802B, or if the wildlife area has posted signs authorizing or prohibiting the activity:
1. ing i i -4- -4-

rR12411H M rvh|I rvIr in|nh|rl n I D men horiz
ehlcles or law enforcement, fire response. or other emergency vehicles.
3. Overnight public camping allowed for no more than 14 days within a 30-day period.
4. Wood gathering is limited to dead and down material, for onsite noncommercial use only.
5. Campfires allowed. All fires must be extinguished when not being attended. Fires may be further restricted or
prohibited with seasonal restrictions, as enacted by the Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management
(DEEM).

6. WI|d|Ife areas are closed to _the dlscharqe of firearms, muzzleloaders precharged pneumatic weapons _or

rohibi rAR 41-841.

A= B. No person shall violate the following restrietions requlations on Wildlife Areas:
1. Alamo Wildlife Area (located in Units 16A and 44A):
a. Posted portlons cIosed to all public entry

The rul nd regulations of the land man ment n Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest ly t

3. Aravaipa Canyon Wildlife Area (located in Units 31 and 32):
a. Access through the Aravaipa Canyon Wildlife Area within the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Area is by
permit only, avallable through the Safford Office of the Bureau of Land Management
This wildlife area

is closed to the discharge of all f|rearms
4. Arivaca Lake Wildlife Area (Iocated in Unit 36B):

5. Arllngton Wildlife Area (Iocated in Unlt 39):
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No open fires.
No firewood cutting or gathering.
No overnight public camping.

apoo

d. Motorized travel is prohibited within agriculture and crop production areas.

e. If conducted during an event approved under R12-4-125, Farget target or clay bird shooting is permitted in
deS|gnated areas onIy

f.___Archery target shooting permitted in designated areas only.
g. This Witdlife wildlife area is closed to the discharge of centerfire rifled firearms.

6. Base and Meridian Wildlife Area (located in Units 39, 26M, and 47M):

a. No open fires.

b. No firewood cutting or gathering.
c. No overnight public camping.

d. No target or clay bird shooting.
e.

Motorized vehicle travel is ﬁet—pemeed-ea—the-v\mdhfe-afea- Qm,b_um. except for b|g game retrieval as
permitted under R12-4-110(H). Fhi

elosed-to-the-discharge-of-centerfirerifledfirearms: Posted portions closed to hunting.
g. This wildlife area is closed to the discharge of centerfire rifled firearms.
7. Becker Lake Wildlife Area (located in Unit 1):
a. No open fires.
b. No firewood cutting or gathering.
c

No overnlght publlc camplng

ed. The Becker Lake boat launch access road and parking areas along with any other posted portions of the
wildlife area will be closed to all public entry from one hour after sunset to one hour before sunrise daily.

fe. Posted portions closed to all public entry.

gf. Posted portlons closed to huntmg

e#eeed—te—t-he—éeemafge—ef—rﬂed-ﬂreafme- ThIS W|IdI|fe area is closed to the dlscharqe of centerﬁre nfled
firearms
8. Bog Hole Wildlife Area (located in Unit 35B):

a. Motorlzed vehicle travel is net—pemm-tted—ea—the—wﬂd-l#e—a#ee— Wm&tnm]_as
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10. Chevelon Creek Wl|d|lfe Area (Iocated in Unit 4B)
a. No openfires.
b. No firewood cutting or gathering.
c. No overnight public camping.

te—hunﬁng—#en%ebeﬂ—thweugh—FebFua%—aﬂeua#er ions cl waterfowl hunting from

October 1 through February 15 annually.
11. Cibola Valley Conservation and Wildlife Area (located in unit 43A):

a. No open fires.
b. No firewood cutting or gathering.
C. No overnlght publlc camplng

12. Clarence May and C.H.M. May Memorlal Wildlife Area (Iocated in Umt 29):

a. Closed to hunting, except for predator hunts authorized by Commission Order.
13. Cluff Ranch Wildlife Area (located in Unit 31):

a. Open fires aIIowed in deS|gnated areas onIy

period.

is closed to the dlscharge of centerflre rifled firearms.
14. Coal Mine Sprlng W|Id||fe Area (Iocated in Unit 34A)

- No open fires.

b-c. Motorized vehicle travel is ﬁet—perm&ted-en—the-wﬂdt#&afea:_pmmm_except for blg game retrleval as
permltted under R12-4-110(H). Fhi

15. Colorado Rlver Nature Center W|Id||fe Area (located in Unit 15D)
a. No open fires.
b. No firewood cutting or gathering.
c. No overnight public camping.
d

Motorlzed vehicle travel perm|tted on de5|gnated roads or areas onIy mﬁm

e. Closed to the dlscharge of firearms.
f. Closed to hunting.
16. Fool Hollow Lake Wildlife Area (located in Unit 3C):
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No open fires.
No firewood cutting or gathering.
No overnight public camping.

R

ed. The parking area adjacent to Sixteenth Avenue and other posted portions of the wildlife area will be closed
to all public entry daily from one hour after sunset to one hour before sunrise, except for anglers
possessing a valid fishing license accessing Fool Hollow Lake/Show Low Creek.

fe. Gbsed%e#r&ddeeheﬁg&ef-ﬁreafms- This W|IdI|fe area is cIosed to the dlscharqe of centerfire nfled flrearms

17.

eﬁﬁemehmgeﬁeﬁm The rules and regulahons of the Iand
management agency (Kalbab Natlonal Forest) aggly to this W|Id||fe area.

e—Members of the public shall remain in an enclosed vehicle at all times When within one-quarter mile of the
House-Reek-biserherd any bison, except when taking bison or accompanied by Department personnel.
18. Jacques Marsh Wl|d|lfe Area (Iocated in Unit 3B)

enforeemen-t—ﬁﬁ-e—reepense—ef—othef—emefgeney—veﬁeb? The rules and regulatlons of the Ian
management agency (Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest) apply to this wildlife area.

19. Lamar Haines Wildlife Area (located in Unit 7):

a. No open fires.

b. Wood cutting by permit only and ee#eeting gathering limited to dead and down material, for
noncommercial use only. Members of the public shall obtain a wood cutting permit from the Flagstaff
Game and Fish Department regional office.

c. No Overnight overnight public camping, alewed-for-re-rere-than-4-days-within-a-30-day-periec:

d. Motorized vehicle travel allowed for permitted wood cutting en—designatedroads-orareas-onty-exceptfor
and b|g game retrieval as permltted under R12-4- 110(H) Ths—stﬂaseeﬂen-d-ees-net—aﬁplﬂrte-laepammﬂ

portions closed to hunting.
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aty-_No_additional

a. _No Camping in posted day use only areas.
eb. Posted portions closed to all public entry.
fc. Mittry Lake is a “No Skl waterway as deflned under R12-4-501.

24. Planet Ranch Conservatlon and Wl|d|lfe Area (Iocated in Units 16A and 44A):
a. No open fires.
b. No firewood cutting or gathering.

c. Overnight public camping allowed in designated areas only..fer-Re—mere—than—4—days-within-a—30-day

closed to huntmg
25. Powers Butte (Mumme Farm) Wildlife Area (located in Unit 39):
a. No open fires.
b. No firewood cutting or gathering.
c. No overnlght publlc camplng
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e. If conducted during an event approved under R12-4-125, target or clay bird shooting is permitted in
designated areas onIy

f.  Archery target shooting permitted in designated areas only.

g. This wildlife area is closed to the discharge of centerfire rifled firearms.
26. Quigley-Achee Wildlife Area (located in Unit 41):

a. No open fires.

b. No overnlght publlc camplng

c. Motorized travel is prohibited within agriculture and crop production areas.
d. Posted portions closed to all public entry.

closed to huntrng
27. Raymond Wildlife Area (located in Unit 5B):
a. Open fires allowed in designated areas campgrounds only.
b. Overnight public camping permitted in designated sites only, for no more than 14 days within a 30-day

penod

C.
as—pefnmﬁed—u-nd-er—R-'le-Hﬁl-H- AII terraln and ut|||ty type vehlcles are prohlblted as defined under
ARS 28-101. fForthe Ais—S - - - v

d.

e.

portions closed to hunting periodically during huntlng seasons.
f.  Members of the public shall remain in an enclosed vehicle at all times when within one-quarter mile of the
Raymend-bisen-herd any bison, except when taking bison or accompanied by Department personnel.
28. Robbins Butte Wildlife Area (located in Unit 39):
a. No open fires.
b. No firewood cutting or gathering.
c. No overnlght publlc camplng

ed. Parking in designated areas only.
fe. If conducted during an event approved under R12-4-125, target or clay bird shooting is permitted in
designated areas only.

e This wildlife area is
closed to the dlscharge of centerﬂre rifled firearms.
29. Roosevelt Lake Wildlife Area (located in Units 22, 23, and 24B):
a. Posted portlons closed to huntlng and all publlc entry from November 15 through February 15 annually
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30. Santa Rita Wildlife Area (located in Unit 34A): Open-to-al-hunrtingr-seasen-as-permitied-underR124-304-and

R424-348-
. : {in desi
vernight public campin rmitted in ignated areas only. for no more than 14 within a 30-da
period.

c. Posted portions closed to all public entry.
31. Sipe White Mountain Wildlife Area (located in Unit 1):

ba. No f|rewood cuttlng or gatherlng

32. Springerville Marsh WI|d|Ife Area (Iocated in Unit ZB)
a. No open fires.

b. No firewood cutting or gathering.
c. No overnlght publlc camplng

33. Sunflower Flat Wildlife Area (located in Unit 8):
a. Walk-in ©veraight overnight public camping allowed for no more than 14 days within a 30-day period.

b. Motorized vehicle travel js p&mﬁﬁm QrohlbltedI except for blg game
retrleval as permrtted under R12 4-110(H). } y

34. Three Bar W|Id||fe Area (Iocated in Unlt 22)

a. Motorized vehicle travek js prohibited within the Three Bar Wildlife and Habitat Study Area (within the
Forest Road 647 loop).

b. Firearms and pre-charged pneumatic weapons are prohibited for the take of wildlife.

b-c. Archery hunters must check-in online with the Arizona Game and Fish Department prior to going afield.
36. Upper Verde River Wildlife Area (located in Unit 8 and 19A):

a. No open fires.

b. No firewood cutting or gathering.

c. No overnight public camping allowed.
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d. Motorized vehicle travel is net—permrtteé_pmmtﬂi, except for b|g game retrleval as permltted under
R12-4-110(H).—Fi

37. Wenlma W|Id||fe Area (Iocated in Unlt ZB)
a. No open fires.
b. No firewood cutting or gathering.
c. No overnlght publrc camprng

ea. Posted portions closed to all public entry.
fb. If conducted during an event approved under R12-4-125, target or clay bird shooting is permitted in
deS|gnated areas onIy

39. Whltewater Draw W|Id||fe Area (Iocated in Unit 30B):
a. No open fires except as authorlzed by the Department

db. Posted portions closed to all public entry from October 15 through March 15 annually.
c. _This wildlife area is closed to the discharge of centerfire rifles firearms.

BC. Notwithstanding Comm|SS|on Order 40, public access and use of the Hirsch Conservation Education Area and
Biscuit Tank is limited to activities conducted and offered by the Department and in accordance with the
Department’s special management objectives for the property, which include, but are not limited to, flexible harvest,

season, and methods that:
1. Allow for a variety of fishing techniques, fish harvest, fish consumption, and catch and release educational

experiences;
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2. Maintain a healthy, productive, and balanced fish community; and
3. Provide public education activities and training courses that are compatible with the management of aquatic
wildlife.

Notice of Exempt Rulemaking 12 Revision: 4/30/2025



